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Digital Printing Insights #3: Print “white noise” 
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“… I a m having an issue that I wond er if you could help m e with. It is best d escribe d as “white 
noise” in m ostly the yellow, yellow/ green, yellow/red colors. It d oes not appear in the file as such 
and  I have m ad e sure all colors are “in g a mut” before printing. It d oes not appear in test swatches 
of solid yellow – it is a little baffling to m e.”  

W hat Paul d escrib es here is a byprod uct of d ithering. That 
is, how the continuous tone of an orig inal d ig ital file is 
translate d  into the tiny d roplets of ink of which inkjet 
prints are com posed . The d ot size (re ferred  to as 
“picoliter” size) and  sm oothness of those d ots is g overne d  
b y the printer, firm ware/software, and  ultim ately the 
coating  of your preferred  inkjet paper. And  here’s the rub: 
not all inkjet papers are cre ate d  equally. N ot even close. 

Som e are coate d  consid era b ly b etter than others, resulting  in m uch sm oother prints that 
show no visib le d ithering  (except und er m a g nification).  

Take a close look at the color patches on the attache d  sa mple (which has b e e n enlarg e d  
to show m ore ob vious d etail), Calum et Photo’s Brilliant Doub le Sid e d  M atte. N ote how 
evid ent is the d ithering ; this is what Paul d escrib e d  as “white noise”. N ote that anytim e 
you use third -party papers (non-Epson, non-HP, etc.), you m ust m ake the m e d ia 
selection that the paper m anufa cturer recom m end s. This m e d ia selection d eterm ines 
how m uch ink is laid  d own on the paper, but in som e c ases (like this one ) it m ay not 
ne cessarily b e the b est m e d ia selection for the paper. In looking at this sa mple I think 
you’ll a g re e that this level of visib le d ithering  is not ac c epta b le. You have two choices in 
this case: try d ifferent m e d ia selections for im proved  ink covera g e/d ithering  (m ake sure 
that the bla cks d o not b le e d !), or try a d ifferent paper altog ether. Unless you are stuck on 
a particular paper, I would n’t recom m end  fussing  with m e d ia selections to g et b etter 
results when out there are m any other outstand ing  papers that print very well accord ing  
to the paper m anufa cturer’s specific ations. In short, if som ething  resem b ling  “white 
noise” is evid ent in your prints and  is not visib le in the orig inal d ig ital file, the paper 
you are using  could  b e the #1 culprit. Look closely! 

If you have any questions, com m ents, or sug g estions for future Printing  Insig hts, I 
would  love to he ar them ! Thanks for re a d ing .  
Michael E. Gordon is an award-winning fine art landscape photographer and respected digital print 
maker. Michael leads photographic workshops and tours and provides printing services and custom 
printer/paper profiles for photographers. He lives in Southern California with his wife Shauna and their 
menagerie of rescued animals. 


