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Digital Printing Insights #4:  
“My prints are too d ark!” 
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Call m e a d inosaur if you like, but I still prefer working  with and  e d iting  im a g es on m y 
LaCie CRT, althoug h it seem s the rest of the world  has switche d  over to LCD d isplays. I 
d o not know of one m anufa cturer prod ucing  hig her end  CRT’s tod ay.  

Even in a ac curately color-m ana g e d  e nvironm ent, photog raphers who ed it their im a g es 
on an LCD and  output inkjet prints are quite possib ly fa m iliar with the scenario of prints 
that appe ar too d ark relative to their d isplay. As a CRT user, this is not a prob lem  that I 
have experience d , but I’ve he ard  it from  friend s and  acquaintances and  have re a d y 
a b out it in online forum s quite a bit. Are you experiencing a sim ilar issue? David  Brooks 
of Shutterb ug  m a g a zine has written an excellent and  inform ative article 
(http://www.shutterb ug .com /techniques/d ig ital_ d a rkroom /0809prints) that a d d resses 
this prob lem  and  offers a few possib le solutions. In short, this prob lem  is caused  b y 
lum inanc e d ifferences b etwe en CRT’s and  LCD’s (LCD’s are often a b out 25%  b rig hter), 
with m any lower end  LCD’s not offering  the a bility to red uce the lum inanc e to CRT 
levels. Check out David ’s article.  

UPDATED July 9, 2010:  
In the Fe bruary 2010 issue of Shutterb ug  m a g a zine, David  tells us a b out the NEC 
MultiSync P221W  LCD d isplay with NEC's SpectraView II colorim eter, which currently 
appe ars to b e a via b le and  lowest-cost solution to the LCD calibration issue (the LCD 
d isplay provid es a larg e color g a m ut that is 95.6 percent of the Ad ob e RGB color spac e!). 
As of July 2010, this 22" LCD d isplay and  colorim eter/calib ration system  is currently 
listed  on Am azon.com  for und er $710 USD. If this is an issue you have d e alt with and  
you're still looking  for a solution, I would  d efinitely recom m end  re a d ing  David 's article 
and  placing  your ord er! 

If you have any questions or com m ents a b out this topic, or sug g estions for future 
Printing  Insig hts, I would  love to he ar them ! Thanks for re a d ing .  
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